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A World Boundary Commission. 

One of the speakers at the recent Lake Mohonk 
Conference on International Arbitration made the 
suggestion that the time may not be far off when it 
will be practicable for the nations of the earth to 
unite in naming a commission to settle all the 
boundary disputes of the world now pending and to 
fix any undetermined boundaries not yet in con- 
troversy. 

Two or three decades ago such a proposition 
would have seemed the height of foolishness; but 
now it has come within the range of entire reason- 
ableness. There are not many important boundaries 
remaining unsettled. Most of the nations are now 
fixed within well-defined limits. But there are still 
a few sections of the globe where the boundaries 
have not been finally determined, and one or more 
of these keeps coming up every year for adjustment. 
They are the cause of a great deal of misunderstand- 
ing and not a little ill will. There are pending at 
the present time seven or eight boundary disputes 
before boards of arbitration or commissions, — our 
Alaska controversy with Canada, two or three between 
South American States, and as many more in Africa. 
Others are sure to arise in Africa and in Asia. 

Why not have a commission of one hundred men 
chosen by the governments to fix once for all these 



boundaries? The thing is much more practicable 
than it at first thought seems. Travel to all parts 
of the world is now easy. Communication by post 
and wire is swift. International cooperation through 
diplomacy or by conference is a part of the settled 
order of things. If twenty-six powers could unite 
at The Hague three years ago in the discussion of 
the important subjects there considered, and all the 
States of this hemisphere last winter in Mexico in 
considering and acting upon a number of subjects 
affecting deeply their interests, why might not the 
more than forty powers of the entire world join in a 
commission for the purpose here suggested, with the 
hope of entire success ? 

Some of these boundary questions have produced, 
as we have said, a good deal of misunderstanding 
and ill feeling. Others that will arise are sure to do so 
hereafter. If these boundaries could be all finally 
and definitely determined by joint action of the 
powers, it would take entirely out of the field of 
controversy a very troublesome class of questions. 
This would be one of the greatest international 
peace measures which the world has seen. The 
nations would thus have pledged themselves to stand 
by and see maintained the boundaries which they 
had helped to determine. There would be little 
room or disposition left for territorial aggression, 
and wars from this cause would henceforth become 
virtually impossible. What a vast saving of 
resources and energy now misspent in quarreling 
and preparing to fight over these unsettled bound- 
aries would result ! 

By such action no nation would suffer in either 
its honor or its legitimate territory. Small nations, 
the mission of which in civilization is in many 
instances of the greatest moment, would thus 
receive assurance of a life of continued security and 
freedom to do their work. Native races might thus 
be saved for development and civilization. The 
temptation to great nations to abuse their power 
would be almost entirely taken away, and the move- 
ment of peoples toward brotherhood and mutual serv- 
ice would receive an almost resistless impulse 
forward. 

The world has moved long enough in fragments, 
in sections, in continents, in hemispheres. It is des- 
tined hereafter to move as a whole, as one round 
sphere, as one humanity. This idea of a World 
Boundary Commission is, therefore, worthy of the 
serious attention of diplomats and statesmen, as an 



